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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Due to the rapid and unsustainable growth of energy consumption in Iran and its
attendant consequences on the economy, environment, and energy security, the
government enacted the Energy Consumption Pattern Reform Law in 2010. This
legislation was Iran’s first comprehensive legal regime for the oversight of
energy consumption. However, a number of studies have indicated that the
enactment of the law has not been successful due to challenges such as
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1. Introduction

In recent decades, the rapid and unsustainable growth of energy consumption in Iran has raised serious
economic, environmental, and energy security concerns. In response to these challenges, the Iranian
government enacted the Energy Consumption Pattern Reform Law in 2010, marking the country’s first
comprehensive legal framework aimed at managing and optimizing energy use. While the law was
intended to enhance efficiency and reduce dependency on fossil fuels, several evaluations have
indicated that its implementation has faced considerable institutional and operational challenges.
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These include weak enforcement mechanisms, fragmented responsibilities, and limited regulatory
oversight.

2. Materials and Methods

This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach, framed by the concepts of energy governance
and policy instrument analysis. The research begins with a structural and content analysis of Iran’s
Energy Consumption Pattern Reform Law, focusing on its main legal, institutional, and operational
components. A comparative methodology is then applied, analyzing the energy efficiency policies of
selected OECD countries, namely Germany, Japan, and Denmark. Key dimensions for comparison
include the presence of independent regulatory bodies, the clarity of legal mandates, the use of
economic incentives, and the existence of monitoring and evaluation systems. A comparative table is
also developed to visually contrast Iran’s policy design with international best practices.

3. Conclusion

The findings show that although the Iranian law offers a broad and multidimensional framework,
covering major energy-consuming sectors such as buildings, industry, and transport, it suffers from
significant implementation gaps. These include the lack of a dedicated regulatory agency, delays in the
issuance of executive bylaws, absence of performance indicators, and insufficient financial incentives.
In contrast, OECD countries have achieved measurable reductions in energy intensity by establishing
well-defined legal mandates, quantifiable targets, robust monitoring systems, and strong institutional
coordination. Based on these insights, the study recommends the establishment of an independent
regulatory body in Iran, legal revisions to define clear and measurable goals, the introduction of
enforcement mechanisms, and the adaptation of successful international experiences in a context-
sensitive manner. Such reforms can enable Iran to move towards a more efficient, transparent, and
sustainable energy system.
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